
                                   
 

   Services January 2017 
 
Sunday 1st January – Naming of Jesus – Gold or White   
  9.00am Holy Communion  Chacombe  CJ 
10.45am Holy Communion  Greatworth  CJ 
10.45am Holy Communion  Middleton Meth LF 
 
Sunday 8th January – Epiphany 1 – Green   
  9.30am All Age   Marston   Lay 
10.45am Morning Praise  Middleton Cheney PF 
 
Sunday 15th January – Epiphany 2 – Green     
  9.30am All Age   Middleton Cheney CJ 
10.00am Holy Communion  Chacombe   
10.30am Coffee & Praise  Greatworth  TR 
  (Refreshments from 10.00am) 
10.45am Holy Communion  Thenford  CJ 
 
Sunday 22nd January – Epiphany 3 – Green  
  9.00am All Age   Chacombe  Lay 
  9.30am Holy Communion  Middleton Cheney CJ 
10.45am Holy Communion  Warkworth  TR 
10.45am Sung Eucharist  Marston   CJ 
 
Sunday 29th January – Epiphany 4 – Green  
10.00am Benefice Communion Marston   CJ 
 
       CJ – Charles Jefferson; PF – Paul Franklin; TR – Terry Richards; LF – Lin Francis                     

____________________________________________________ 

Contact Charles …                   

By email: revcjefferson@uwclub.net     
By phone: 01295 712418                                                  
By post: Chenderit Rectory, Marston St Lawrence, OX17 2DB. 
______________________________________________________ 

Articles for ‘Pews News’ - deadline 15th Jan for February issue 

David Barber 01295 713652 / kytle.farmhouse@btinternet.com  

And for the latest Benefice updates and news, you can connect with our 
website - http://chenderit-c-of-e.org 

   ‘Pews News’  

 January 2017 

 

     

                        Bishop’s Roadshows 2017 

Bishop Donald writes: Following on from the very popular series of 
Roadshows in 2014, I would like to invite you warmly to another one 
this year.  I am planning to hold four Roadshows throughout the 
diocese in 2017 and I would very much hope that you can come to 
one of them.     

I believe that God cares passionately about his church and that he 
wants it to be alive and joyful; to grow and flourish. The purpose of 
the latest Roadshows is to share with the whole diocese this vision 
for God’s church, in order to encourage and invigorate the parishes 
throughout the diocese.    

During these Roadshows, I will be talking about many aspects of 
what it means to be alive to God as Anglicans in this part of the 
world. We will be considering the training and cost of ministry - both 
lay and ordained. We will be thinking about the place of schools in 
our parishes and other ways of how we can support your parishes 
to thrive and grow.    

I very much hope that clergy, licensed lay ministers, churchwardens, 
and PCC treasurers, will come to these Roadshows, but the invitation 
is open to all PCC members, and indeed to all churchgoers. Please 
spread the word as widely as possible, and come and join me one 
Saturday morning from 9.30 am – 12.30pm.    

       Seeking To Make Christ Known  
The Church of England in Chacombe, Greatworth,  

Marston St. Lawrence, 
Middleton Cheney, Thenford & Warkworth 
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The dates and venues are:  

January 28th 2017 - Kettering Conference Centre, Thurston 
Drive, Kettering,  NN15 6PB.  

February 4th 2017 - Towcester Racecourse, London 
Road, Towcester  NN12 6LB.  

April 29th - Greetham Valley Golf Course, Greetham Valley, Wood 
Lane, Greetham, Oakham, LE15 7SN.  

May 6th - Northampton Cricket Club, Abington Avenue, 
Northampton NN1 4PR.    

Further details about directions and timings etc. will be available on 
the diocesan website in January.    

With many thanks and best wishes, 

             

                   New Year – Same Old News? 

Our Rector writes: Well possibly, because some things never seem 
to change. But sometimes we may be unaware of events that don’t 
always make the news.  

For instance, in the last year, Christian street preachers have been 
arrested for reading from the Bible.  

* A Christian couple have been denied the right to adopt the 
children they were fostering due to their views on same sex 
parenting.  

* A bomb explosion killed 23 worshipers, mainly women and 
children at an Egyptian Coptic Christian cathedral in Cairo during a 
Sunday service.  

* Aisling Hubert undertook the private prosecution of two doctors 
who performed gender-based abortions and lost, incurring costs of 
£36,000.  

* A Christian run bakery in Northern Ireland was convicted of 
breaching political, religious and sexual orientation discrimination 
regulations for declining to produce a ‘gay marriage campaign 
cake’.  

* 12 Christians were killed in north-east Kenya when al-Shabaab 
militants attacked a guest house with guns and grenades.    

Of course, in comparison with wars elsewhere and terrorist 
atrocities nearer home, all of the above may seem trivial, but it’s 
not.  

Instead, it is symptomatic of a clear, determined and progressive 
move away from Christian teaching and Christian values in our 
country, and an attack on the freedom of religion for Christians in 
other countries. And, sadly, many in our churches appear to be 
simply unaware or unconcerned about what is happening. 

As Christians, we are called to respect authority (Romans 13:1-7) 
even if we may disagree with some of their policies, and we are 
encouraged to pray for those who carry heavy responsibility 
(1Timothy 2:1-7). However, to do that more effectively we need to 
be better informed. 

So this New Year, why not consider getting in touch with any of the 
following respected Christian organisations such as CARE 
(Christian Action, Research and Education), Christian Concern, and 
The Christian Institute. Or better, why not get a paper such as 
‘evangelicals now// global coverage of God’s work’.  

For as Edmund Burke, the Irish statesman and philosopher (1729-
97) once famously said: “The only thing necessary for the triumph 
of evil is for good men to do nothing.” 

Therefore, wrote St. Paul: “Do not let evil defeat you – don’t let evil 
get the best of you, but instead overcome evil with good” (Romans 
12:21).  

For we are called to be ‘watchmen’ on behalf of our nation (Ezekiel 
33: 7-9) because Jesus came that we might have life, life in all its 
fullness” (John 10:10). 

And if more of us as Christians could begin to live out this sort of 
life, then the ‘old news’ might at last be replaced by The Good 
News (St. Luke 2:10-11). 

Now that would surely be something worth hearing about. 

Best wishes, Charles Jefferson 

 ________________________________________________    


