
                                   
 

Services for January 2016 
 

Sunday 3rd January – Christmas 2 – White   

  9.00am Holy Communion Chacombe   CJ 
10.45am Holy Communion Greatworth   CJ 
10.45am Songs of Praise Middleton Cheney  Meth 
 

Sunday 10th January – Baptism of Christ – White   

  9.30am All Age      Marston St. Lawrence           Lay 
10.45am Holy Communion Middleton Cheney  CJ 
 

Sunday 17th January – Epiphany 2 – White   

  9.30am All Age  Middleton Cheney  CJ 
10.00am Holy Communion Chacombe   TBC 
10.45am Holy Communion Thenford   CJ 
 

Sunday 24th January – Epiphany 3 – White  

  9.00am All Age  Chacombe   Lay 
  9.30am Holy Communion Middleton Cheney  CJ 
10.45am Holy Communion Warkworth   TR 
10.45am Sung Eucharist Marston St Lawrence CJ 
 
Sunday 31st January – Candlemas / Epiphany 4 – White  
10.00am Benefice Communion Middleton Cheney  CJ 
                     Guest Preacher: Archdeacon of Northampton                           

___________________________________________________________ 

Contact Charles…..                   

By email: revcjefferson@uwclub.net                                                 
By phone: 01295 712418                                                                  
By post: Chenderit Rectory, Marston St Lawrence, OX17 2DB. 

 

 
Articles for ‘Pews News’   

 
David Barber 01295 713652 / kytle.farmhouse@btinternet.com 
Deadline 15th January for February issue 
And you can connect with our website - http://chenderit-c-of-e.org 

       

     ‘Pews News’  
 January 2016 

 

 
The Church of England in Chacombe, Greatworth,  

Marston St. Lawrence, 
Middleton Cheney, Thenford & Warkworth 

 

“New Year – Same Old News?”  

Well possibly, because some things never seem to change. But 
sometimes, we may be unaware of events that don’t always make 
the news.  

For instance, in the last year: 

* Christian street preachers have been arrested for reading from the 
Bible.  

* An occupational therapist was disciplined for praying for a Muslim 
colleague and giving her a book.  

* The Crown Prosecution Service obstructed the private prosecution 
of two doctors, who had been filmed offering ‘gender abortion’ and 
the judge ordered the person, who tried to bring the case to pay 
£25,000.  

* A Family Magistrate was reprimanded for his views that children 
do best with a Mum and a Dad and he was ordered to go for ‘re-
education.’  

* A Christian-run bakery in Northern Ireland was convicted of 
breaching political, religious and sexual orientation discrimination 
regulations for declining to produce a ‘gay marriage campaign 
cake’.    
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Of course, in comparison with wars elsewhere and terrorist 
atrocities nearer home, all of the above may seem trivial, but it’s not 
trivial.  

Instead, it is symptomatic of a clear, determined and progressive 
move away from Christian teaching and Christian values in our 
country. And, sadly, the vast majority of church members appear to 
be simply unaware or unconcerned about what is happening. 

As Christians, we are called to respect authority (Romans 13), even 
if we disagree with those in authority and to pray for those who 
carry heavy responsibility (1 Timothy 2). However, to do that more 
effectively, we need to be better informed. 

So this year, why not get in touch with any of the following 
respected Christian organisations such as CARE (Christian Action, 
Research and Education), Christian Concern, and The Christian 
Institute. For as the Irish statesman and philosopher Edmund Burke 
(1729-97), once famously said: “The only thing necessary for the 
triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.” 

Therefore, wrote St. Paul, “Do not let evil defeat you, but instead 
overcome evil with good” (Romans 12). After all, we are called to be 
‘watchmen’ on behalf of our nation (Ezekiel 33), because Jesus 
came that we might have life, life in all its fullness” (John 10). 

And if more of us as Christians could begin to live out this sort of 
life, then the ‘old news’ might at last be replaced by The Good 
News (St. Luke 2:10-11). Now that would be something worth 
hearing and reading about.  

With best wishes, 

 

 

Charles Jefferson 

______________________________________________________ 

Guest Preacher 

As there are 5 Sundays in January, this month we will be holding a 
Benefice service.   

It’s on Sunday 31st January at 10am, this time at 
All Saints, Middleton Cheney. 

Our guest preacher will be the Archdeacon of 
Northampton, the Venerable Richard Ormston. 

Everyone is very welcome to attend. 

Benefice services later in the year – May, July 
and October – will be held at other parishes in 
the Benefice.     

  
______________________________________________________ 

A Messy 2016 

There were nearly 100 people in All Saints Church for our Messy 
Church/Christingle Service on Sunday 6th December. What an 
amazing time we had!! 

We decorated biscuits and made advent wreaths, candle flames, 
angels and, of course, Christingles. 

During a short service, we learned the 'story of the Christingle' and 
sung songs. At the end of the service, we lit the candles and 
dimmed the lights as we prayed to God, thanking him for his gift to 
us at Christmas time. 

The service was followed by a party and a competition to see 
whose angel could abseil from the bell ringing chamber to the floor 
quickest - well done, Joshua!! 

Many, many thanks to everybody who contributed to this wonderful 
occasion. Watch the 'events' posts on the Benefice website for 
details of the first Messy Church of 2016. 

______________________________________________________ 


