
                                   
 

Sunday 10th April – Easter 3 – White  
   
9.00am Holy Communion  Warkworth  CJ 
  9.30am All Age          Marston St Lawrence  Lay 
10.45am Holy Communion  Middleton Cheney CJ 
 
Sunday 17th April – Easter 4 – White  
   
9.30am All Age   Middleton Cheney CJ 
10.00am Holy Communion  Chacombe  JD 
10.45am Holy Communion  Thenford  CJ 
 
Sunday 24th April – Easter 5 – White  
   
9.00am All Age   Chacombe  CB 
  9.30am Holy Communion  Middleton Cheney  CJ 
10.45am Holy Communion  Warkworth  TR 
10.45am   Holy Communion          Marston St Lawrence  CJ 
 
Sunday 1st May – Easter 6 – White  
   
9.00am Holy Communion  Chacombe  TR 
10.45am Holy Communion   Greatworth  JD 
10.45am Songs of Praise  Middleton Cheney Meth 

 
CJ - Charles Jefferson; PF – Paul Franklin; CB – Chris Bazeley;   
  JD – John Duncan; TR – Terry Richards 

___________________________________________________________ 

Contact Charles…..                   

By email: revcjefferson@uwclub.net                           
 
By phone: 01295 712418                                                  
 
By post: Chenderit Rectory, Marston St Lawrence, OX17 2DB. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Articles for ‘Pews News’ - deadline 15th April for May issue 

   
David Barber 01295 713652 / kytle.farmhouse@btinternet.com 
And for the latest Benefice updates and news, you can connect with our 
website - http://chenderit-c-of-e.org 

                ‘Pews News’  
 April 2016 

                         ‘Fools for Christ?!’ 

April 1st is here again and with it All Fools Day. But what lies behind 
it?  

Well, its origins may lie in several pagan spring festivals such as the 
Roman end of winter orgy ’Hilaria’; the Celtic god Lud, who cured 
the curse of demons by spraying them with a brew of crushed 
insects in water. 

And the story of Persephone. In this Greek myth, she was snatched 
away by Pluto, the god of the underworld, from her mother the corn-
spirit Ceres, who followed the trail of Persephone’s indignant 
shrieks across the land to no avail - the first fool’s errand!  

Or there again, All Fools may simply be the day commemorating 
Christ being mocked and tormented before his crucifixion. Whatever 
the origin, at noon the foolery must cease! 

But in the New Testament we meet a different sort of fool. This is a 
fool whose foolishness is seen not just in the rejection of wisdom, 
but in the rejection of the fount of all wisdom, God Himself (Psalm 
14:1; Romans Chapter 1).  

Indeed, it was the failure of Jesus’ disciples to understand that the 
death and resurrection of Christ had been foretold by the prophets, 
which led the risen Jesus to say: ‘How foolish you are’ (Luke 24). 
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No wonder then that St. Paul, one of the ancient world’s greatest 
thinkers, could later proclaim ’we are fools for Christ’ because his 
life had been transformed by the appearance of Jesus on the road 
to Damascus (Acts 9). And it is this apparently ’foolish’ fact that lies 
at the heart of the Christian celebration of Easter. 

So who might be a fool today?  

Well, it appears fashionable to believe almost anything no matter 
how foolish it might seem.  

But a Christian’s faith is based on historical fact - the life and death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, recorded for us in the pages of the 
Bible and based on the eyewitness accounts of those who saw 
these things for themselves (Luke1:1-4,1 Corinthians 15:1-11, 2 
Peter 1:16, John 20:30-31). 

So if it’s true that Christ is ‘the power of God and the wisdom of 
God’ (1 Corinthians1:24), then surely the wisest thing would be to 
do everything possible to discover more about Him before it is too 
late (Luke 12:13-21). 

For everyone who comes to me, said Jesus, and hears my words 
and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house 
upon the rock, or built his life on sure foundations (Luke 6:46-49).  

With best wishes, Charles Jefferson 

______________________________________________________ 

MARSTON CONCERTS 2016  

The line-up has been announced for a series of live music concerts 
being staged in Marston Church this summer.   

Launching the season on Saturday 4th June will be Greatworth's 
own The Tindalls with Stuart, Paula, Sarah and Kathryn all taking to 
the stage. 

Stuart said: "This will be very special for us as this is where Sarah 
and Kathryn first sang in public back in 2003. I played backing 
guitar and they took the lead singing "Don't Know Why" to what we 
thought was going to be a small audience. Turned out to be a 
Church full!” 

Josienne Clarke & Ben Walker, winners of the Best Duo at the 2015 
BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards, perform on Saturday 2nd July. The pair 
have just been signed by Rough Trade Records and have a new 
EP just out.   

Spiro, an acclaimed 4-piece instrumental band, who are nominated 
for a BBC Radio 2 Folk Award for ‘best original track,’ appear on 
Saturday 6th August. All concerts start at 7.30pm, doors open at 
6.30pm.   

Tickets are on sale – www.ticketsource.co.uk/marstonconcerts - 
and those booking online can also make a donation to the 
continuing upkeep of the church, which is a Grade 1 listed building. 
Or you can call the Box Office on 01295 713652.  

All the details about Marston Concerts 2016 are on our website - 
www.marstonconcertsdotcom.wordpress.com – where you’ll find 
clips of all the artists who are performing.  

And you can follow us on Twitter @MarstonConcerts or 'like' us on 
Facebook/MarstonConcerts       

___________________________________________________________ 
 
Services for April 2016 
  

Sunday 3rd April – Easter 2 – White  
   
9.00am Holy Communion  Chacombe  CJ 
10.45am Holy Communion   Greatworth  CJ 
10.45am Songs of Praise  Middleton Cheney PF 

http://www.marstonconcertsdotcom.wordpress.com/

