
What is the Middleton Cheney Neighbourhood Plan?
It is a community-led framework for future development, regeneration and conservation of an area. 
Our plan will be about the use and development of land containing a vision, aims, planning policies, 
proposals for improving the village, providing new facilities and allocation of key sites for specific kinds 
of development.  It will deal with a range of social, economic and environmental issues (such as housing, 
employment, heritage and transport).

Our Neighbourhood Plan, if successful at referendum, will become part of the statutory development 
plan for South Northamptonshire.  This means the proposals we set out will be enforced by planning 
officers at the district council.  

A Neighbourhood Plan must comply with European and national legislation and have regard to national 
policy and be in general conformity with the existing strategic local planning policy.  It cannot promote 
less development identified in the development plan for the local area, although it can allow greater 
growth levels.  It can also specify policies and guidance on how new development should be designed, 
orientated and located. 

Neighbourhood Plans can be a powerful tool in shaping development of a neighbourhood.  Timeframe 
for our plan is probably 20 years.

A robust programme of community engagement and a proportionate evidence base should ensure the 
plan is based on an understanding of the local area, views, aspirations, wants and needs of local people.

When completed, it will be submitted to South Northamptonshire Council for independent examination 
ensuring the proper legal process has been followed. Once any modifications have been made to meet 
legal requirements, it is then necessary for it to gain a more than 50% ‘yes’ vote of those voting in a public 
referendum, in order to bring it into force. 

The Middleton Cheney Neighbourhood Plan is being produced by volunteers from the village.  We meet 
at the Parish Meeting Rooms on Main Road every month.  Our calendar of meetings can be viewed on our 
website and regular updates will be posted on facebook and twitter.  
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Our plan will aim to ensure that any new development:
•	 is	sympathetic	to	the	needs	of	the	villagers
•	 complements	its	surroundings
•	 is	sustainable,	ensuring	all	infrastructure	and	support	services	can	be	maintained	or	improved
•	 will	contribute	to	the	sense	of	community	and	be	well	integrated	into	the	village
•	 will	be	accepted	by	the	community

Do you agree with our plan’s aims? 
These aims have been derived from two open days held in September 2012 and May 2013 as well as 
information that has been collected from the Middleton Cheney Parish Plan questionnaire 2010.   For a 
full report on our previous consultation events, please visit our website. 

We need to ensure that your views help shape how Middleton will grow over the next 20 years.    Your 
input in this process is critical and we will be asking your opinion on a number of areas, such as:

•	 How	much	development	should	take	place	in	Middleton	beyond	our	requirement?
•	 Where	should	new	homes	go?
•	 What	size	and	type	of	homes	should	new	development	include?	
•	 Is	there	a	need	for	new	shops	and	jobs	in	the	village	and	where	should	they	go?	
•	 How	can	we	maintain	and	improve	the	services	and	facilities	in	the	village?
•	 What	other	opportunities	are	there	to	improve	life	in	the	village?

We plan to do this by following our timetable as set out below: 

May - Village fete
June - Collation of village 
feedback
June - Facebook and 
Twitter pages created

July - Proposed mission, 
vision	and	objectives
Sept - Village open day 
consultation including SA 
scoping report
Sept - Collate feedback

Oct - End SA Consultation
Nov week 2 - Village 
Questionnaire
Dec - Collate feedback

•	 Collate and review 
 questionnaire 
 responses
•	 Input	into	SA	/	NP
•	 Identify	proposed	
 development sites
•	 SA	scorecard

•	 Draft questionnaire 
•	 Distribute		
 Questionnaire II

•	 Review Questionnaire 
 responses
•	 Input	into	SA	/	NP
•	 March	-	Open	Event

Jan - Open Event
•	 Report on consultation
•	 Finalise	NP
•	 Submit	NP	to	LPA

•	 Independent 
 Examination
•	 Open	Day

•	 Village referendum
•	 NP	Adoption

Oct - Open Event
•	 Work begins on drafting
 document

Our timetable


